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Giving and receiving 
God has been good and it’s a joy to point out that, for the second year running, our 2021 giving to Christian work 
outside St John’s (if you add together the Parish Share contribution and what we gave to other charities) totalled 
more than ever before in our church’s history. 
This is not unconnected with our commitment to ‘tithe’ our total donation income (i.e. give away a tenth of the 
previous year’s total) each year, and the fact that in 2021 we asked for donations in a ‘special collection’ to help 
people overseas suffering from Covid, and we want to thank everyone who gave generously in whatever way. 
It really does seem that in God’s economics, the more you give away, the more you receive: so at the same time 
we were able to do a considerable amount of repair and improvement work on our own premises. We budgeted 
for a substantial deficit on the year at the outset, because we’d benefitted from an unexpected donation in 2019 of 
almost £10,000 – but then received another ‘windfall’ gift of £10,000 in 2021, so that the outcome on Receipts 
and Payments in fact was very close to break-even (and our net assets actually grew).  
 
How we spent it 
Whereas in 2020 we spent a considerable amount on the church hall and grounds, this time we were able to 
spend on the church building, too, while not neglecting the hall, and that was despite total hall rental income in 
2021 being down on 2020’s (a year which actually began with nearly three months when everything was running 
at full capacity). Regular activities so far in 2022 in the hall are back to the same level as, or even more, than 
before the pandemic, and on a three-year rolling average basis the hall has ‘paid its way’, including one-off 
expenditure as well as normal costs. 
As it turned out, lockdown in the early part of 2021 (like in 2020) meant some work could be done that would 
have been difficult had full activities been continuing: so that as in 2020 re-surfacing in the car park was 
possible, in 2021 sanding and re-varnishing of the hall floor was done, in a half-term break.  
Other major items were the purchase and fitting of a new gas heater in church to replace the last of the old set 
(which had failed), upgrading of double glazed units in the hall corridor, and a variety of measures, involving 
three different specialist contractors, on the gutters and roofs of the church, chapel, vestry and Meeting Room, 
designed to reduce the likelihood of water getting inside under prolonged heavy rain – something that has been 
an ongoing annoyance in several weak spots. We’re cautiously optimistic that we’ve found ways to deal with 
these, despite the structural defects in our 1960s and 70s buildings’ designs and adaptations, although (since our 
faculty application for removal of the oak trees behind the toilet block failed) there will be a continuing need to 
clear leaves from the low-level gutters of the church and Meeting Room roofs very frequently, and to have 
contractors clear the main church roof drainage points at least once a year. 
 
Looking ahead 
We are working on the few things remaining from the church Quinquennial Inspection of 2019 and have had a 
new survey of the state of the hall done (five years on from the previous one, that resulted in £150,000 of work to 
save it from major problems and replace the heating system). There is one big structural job to be done on the 
hall, which we can well afford, but we don’t expect any further large amounts will need to be spent over the next 
few years. But this is not a time to stint on giving: we believe it’s because tithing is a principle for personal 
discipleship as well as handling the church’s own finances that we have come through very demanding times in 
recent years. God honours those who honour him, in money as in anything else. 
 
Thank you! 
We are grateful once again to all who helped St John’s through their voluntary work in the year 2021: handymen 
(and women), gardeners, lawn mowers, cash counters, sidespeople, flower arrangers, in the book unit, supplying 
refreshments, and in any other way. You were all faithful, and we are really grateful. 
 
Robert and Geoff 


